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Watch Now

about St George’s Mead

St George’s Mead is a pioneering, 

with an alternative to fossil fuels, lower 

24 zero carbon homes have been created in this beautiful 

Wiltshire village setting surrounded by open countryside, 

including six affordable properties for Wiltshire Council,  

all of which are powered using renewable technologies. 

homes and bungalows, these homes should not be confused 

with zero carbon-ready homes, which rely on the eventual 

decarbonisation of the energy network. The properties at  

St George’s Mead are power houses in their own right:  

creating as much regulated prime energy* as they require  

to run from renewable sources. 

This is the future for housing and we are proud to  

be leading the way.

H O M E  |  N E X T

* �Prime energy is the regulated energy used to provide lighting, heating and hot water in the home assessed by a 
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Solar PV to  
assist with 
electricity 

production

Air source  
heat pumps 

in zero carbon 
homes

optional 
battery for 
electrical 
storage

Wiring 
provision  

for electric 
vehicle 

charging  
points

Rain water 
butts and 

composters 
included  

where possible

Eco bins 
integrated  
into each 
kitchen to 
encourage 
recycling

Cycle storage 
for every home

Hedgehog 
highways

RHS approved, 
bee friendly 

planting 
across all our 

developments

work from 
home spaces 

broadband 
designed into 

every home
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St George’s Mead is a low-density housing development,  

with generous garden spaces, big feature windows and a 

south facing orientation in order to maximise solar gain. 

The scale of development is appropriate for the village of 

Semington, which is characterised by many 1.5-storey,  

mid-century properties. 

were built for private sale, and within this there were 

seven different house designs, including a brand new one 

created 
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These homes are what we have considered 

the future of housing for so long and are now 

coming to fruition here in the constituency. 

zero carbon homes than now while so many 

households are facing extremely high energy 

bills. The development in Semington will also 

include a proportion of affordable houses and I 

look forward to coming back to see the houses 

once they are completed and to be shown the 

energy saving technologies when they are up 

and running.

Michelle Donelan, the local MP  

and Secretary of State for Science,  

Innovation and Technology

Watch Now

 

of St George’s Mead 

Michelle Donelan MP taking a tour of the first zero carbon home in her constituency
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C A H

Six affordable homes were built at St George’s Mead for 

Wiltshire Council: four were designated as affordable rent  

As part of our planning commitment, a three-bedroom 

detached house was available to purchase at a discounted 

open market rate to those who could demonstrate a local 

connection to Semington. 
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On average, there is less affordable housing in Semington than the rest of 

Wiltshire and it’s something we’re keen to change. These new zero carbon 

homes provide much needed affordable housing with low running costs.  

This forms part of our wider vision for affordable, low carbon homes across  

the county. Affordable housing and tackling the climate emergency are key  

aims of our business plan and this development is a clear example of the  

work we’re doing to make that a reality.

Cllr Phil Alford, Cabinet Member for Housing at Wiltshire Council

We are required to provide the housing 

association with standard low carbon homes 

built to current regulations. However, due to our 

established relationships with the social housing 

providers we can offer zero carbon at a modest 

extra cost. This is usually in line with the housing 

association’s values, as well as ours, and it means 

that we are able to deliver even more zero carbon 

homes at scale to a mixture of tenures, and that 

the whole development becomes one of zero 

carbon homes, rather than just the open market. 

Crucially, and most importantly, it means that 

those households most likely to be at risk of fuel 

Handover day for our discounted open market home at St George’s Mead
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the needs of the present without 

An attractive swale meadow at the entrance to St George’s 

Mead enhances biodiversity and helps mitigate climate 

change. This area was designed to be open and inviting, with 

informal log seating areas to allow the space to be useable 

and not appear over engineered, whilst also serving an 

important drainage purpose. 

H O M E  |  N E X T

 The original plans required concrete drainage headwalls, but 

the decision was taken to face these with natural stone and 

reduce their size to soften their appearance. A sustainable 

urban drainage base made up of smaller boulders and  

cobbles was also installed, as a softer and more organic 

drainage solution. The swale was seeded earlier in the build 

schedule than initially planned, so that it would have more 

time to establish.

Green space is an integral part of St George’s Mead. The green 

whilst adding colour, water and seasonal interest to the 

environment. The majority of existing hedgerow planting was 

maintained to preserve established habitats.
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We replaced Glass Reinforced Plastic door canopies with 

timber porches at St George’s Mead. They will require more 

maintenance, but they are more sustainable and reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions in production. We aim to buy all our 

site waste is recycled.
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Furthermore, surplus energy is being channelled back into 

the National Grid every day from the solar panels in our 

zero carbon homes. This means that other properties  

which don’t have access to a renewable energy source can 

reduce their reliance on fossil fuels, as cleaner, greener 

energy is entering the National Grid from the homes at  

St George’s Mead.

I M P A C T  A N D  E F F I C I E N C Y
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Going paperless and sharing drawings on screen is 

a fairly recent change for us and this will continue 

to evolve as we grow our new website. Ultimately, 

we aim to provide real time customer user screens 

in all our marketing suites. 
We use signage around our sales area to 
promote and help educate people about 
our climate considerate measures
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Infrared heat mats in the marketing suite, powered by the solar panels

We piloted infrared heat mats in the marketing suite at St 

George’s Mead, powered by the solar panels. While traditional 

radiators heat a room through convection heat, infrared heats 

 

of heating a space. 
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responsible developer seriously, and our 

Semington Parish Council advised that there was  

 

our pre-planning discussions. The provision of 14 allotments 

local community, providing the resource to improve mental 

wellbeing, support physical health and connect with nature. 
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Each allotment is 125sq m, with 

pathways, storage areas and a 

water connection to grow fresh, 

local, seasonal produce for 

people to enjoy. The allotments 

are an integral element of the 

development, with a direct  

footpath onto St George’s Road to 

provide a decent connection with 

the wider village. 

St George’s Mead allotments under preparation during the build

We have also sponsored the school’s annual  

much-needed funds for the school. In addition,  

during the pandemic, when face-to-face interaction  

was limited, we held a workshop with the pupils to  

talk about renewable technology.

We have enjoyed a positive relationship with the only 

school in Semington; St George’s CofE Primary School. 

We were pleased to be able to help them install cycle 

pods at school, thereby promoting a healthier and more 

environmentally friendly way of getting to school.

Cycle pods provided to the local primary school
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Our Carbon Footprint

It goes without saying that we can’t create a zero carbon home 

without giving due consideration to the processes that get us  

to this end point.

Our Environment Strategy sets out three business areas which 

generate carbon emissions: 

1.	� Our management operations  

2.	� The embodied carbon in our construction  

operations and within our supply chains

3.	� The operation and use of our homes and developments

1

2

3

By identifying, categorising and prioritising the reduction  

of our carbon emissions, we’re on course to achieve at least  

a 50% reduction in our company carbon footprint by the end  

of 2024 and we have been retrospectively carbon neutral 

 

by Carbon Neutral Britain as a carbon neutral business.

sign up to the United Nations’ Climate Neutral Now pledge; 

an international scheme which encourages and supports 

organisations to voluntarily act against climate change.  

This initiative recognises those companies who assess  

their carbon impact and take positive steps to reduce  

it by awarding bronze, silver and gold status to  

participating businesses. 
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Last year we were conferred ‘silver’ status by Climate Neutral Now for the steps we have taken so far to reduce carbon 

emissions and improve sustainability across the business: 

All our site machinery runs on Hydrotreated Vegetable 

Oil instead of diesel. HVO is a biofuel derived from waste 

vegetable oils and fats, transformed into biofuel by 

hydrogenation. It is 100% renewable and sustainable,  

as the materials used to create HVO can be quickly and 

easily replenished. 

�HVO is interchangeable with diesel, the usage of which 

equated to 35% of Newland Homes’ overall carbon 

emissions for 2020. Whilst the fuel costs more than red 

diesel, it reduces carbon emissions by up to 90% and helps 

reduction in particulate matter emitted via exhaust gases. 

�Electricity for Newland 

development sites is 

now sourced entirely 

from renewable 

providers, and we have 

a plan in place to install 

solar panels on the roof 

Gloucestershire.

We have also invested in the infrastructure to switch 

development locations.

All our site vehicles run on HVO
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Undoubtedly there is still more we can do, but we’re on the right path.

The introduction of the Government’s Future Homes Standard is on the horizon for 2025, but having a green mindset should 

mean more than simply doing what you’re obligated to do. The industry can and should be leading the way, not waiting until 

change is imposed upon it.

We question every supplier to 

demand a more sustainable product. 

For example, our branded workwear 

for the build team is now organic 

and sustainably sourced. Our site 

signage and banners are recyclable, 

and whereas we used to provide 

plastic keyrings to our homeowners 

on move in day, we now present 

them with recyclable keyboards 

with wooden labelled fobs.

�Our zero carbon homes emit no net carbon 

in use as they derive heat and power from 

renewable energy sources. This is a marked 

reduction from the 3.7 tonnes of CO2 emitted 

per annum by the average UK home according 

�We have demonstrated how a show 

home aesthetic can be achieved in 

an environmentally friendly manner. 

Andrew Henry Interiors created 

a warm, welcoming and eclectic 

home for the whole family at our 

showhome at Ryves Vale, Tickenham, 

using reclaimed and upcycled pieces, 

sustainably sourced wallpaper and 

paint, textiles made from recycled 

room highlighting plastic pollution  

in the sea.

�To commemorate our thirtieth year in business, 

we planted ‘anniversary mini woodlands’ within 

two of our development sites, comprising 2,000 

young trees. These fast-growing native trees 

will store carbon, improve air quality, provide 

a place for wildlife and for people to enjoy and 

connect with nature. All our developments  

have RHS-approved, bee and bird friendly 

planting schemes.

Recyclable key boards for completion day 

with key fobs changing from plastic to wood

A first... our sustainable showhome
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Thank you for reading our submission and we trust you agree that  

St George’s Mead is an exemplary response to climate change, and a 

worthy contender for the crown of Best Sustainable Development.
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